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I find it very hard to believe that another school year is drawing to an end.  In two days our eighth grade students will be leaving 
us and moving on to new pursuits.  Later this week the rest of the students will move up to another grade.  I know everyone is 
ready for a break from school, but I hope that after a little rest the students will fit reading, writing and math into their routine.  
Traveling and being outdoors, playing sports, swimming and strengthening friendships and family ties are also wonderful ways 
for the children to develop their potential.  In addition to encouraging growth through these activities, I hope that all of the 
children will have the opportunity for spiritual growth through regular participation at Mass, family and personal prayer and 
being out in nature. 

Over the summer we will be very busy here at St. Augustine’s.  I am thrilled to announce that we are finally moving and 
upgrading the playground.  In addition we are adding a primary playground that will be appropriate for our students who are 
ages 3-6.  Both of these playgrounds will be located behind the school without taking up any of the current field space.  We are 
also getting a new front on the kindergarten and preschool as well as new doors on the parking lot side of the hall.  Of course 
routine painting and sprucing up will also occur over the break. 

I am also very happy to inform you that we have received the results of the standardized tests for grades 3-8.  Our students 
performed very well on the tests, scoring well above average in every area (See chart below).  I am particularly pleased with 
how strong our results were in reading comprehension, math problem solving, language, science, social studies, critical thinking 
and listening.  In many ways these represent higher level thinking skills and are pivotal for success in later years. Please note 
that on the chart below the N compares an average student in our grade with an average student in the same grade in all the 
schools sampled across the country.  The number below the C compares an average student in each of our grades with an 
average Catholic school student in the norming population.  For example, an average third grade student in St. Augustine School 
is reading better than 69 per cent of the students who took the test nationwide and achieving in math better than 80 percent of the 
students who took the test nationwide.  This same SAS average third grader is reading better than 66 percent of the Catholic 
school students who took the test nationwide and performing better in math than 77 percent of those Catholic school students.  
Please note that an “NA” means that the scores for these subtests or grades were not measured.  In the archdiocese it is optional 
to have students in grades 1 and 2 take the test.  Despite the added expense to us we opted to include them in order to have early 
data to identify students who made need extra help. 

�
In July the faculty team leaders and I will be meeting with an expert on analyzing test results in order to glean as much 
information as possible about what these scores tell us about our curricular and instructional strengths and weaknesses.  The 
faculty and I are deeply committed to providing the best possible education for each child.  One of the areas we will explore is 
the growth rate of the same group of students throughout their years at St. Augustine’s School.  Individual reports will be sent 
home later this week. 

Grade� 1  N     1 C� 2N        2C� 3N        3C� 4N        4C� 5N        5C� 6N        6C� 7N        7C� 8N        8C�

Total Rdg� 66        NA� 67         NA� 69         66� 81         69� 71         63� 89         87� 76         55� 77         61�

Rdg Comp� 70        NA� 75         NA� 74         72� 83         74� 68         60� 90         87� 70         51� 76         58�

Total Math� 76       NA� 68         NA� 80         77� 79         72� 81         78� 88         85� 76         66� 73         61�

Prob Solv� 82        NA� 69         NA� 78         76� 78         71� 79         77� 86         84� 78         68� 75         61�

Language� 79        NA� 72         NA� 71         67� 81         68� 79         72� 83         79� 71         46� 84         69�

Science�  NA     NA� NA       NA� 86         82� 80         68� 80         72� 89         88� 73         63� 72         64�

Social Sci� NA       NA� NA       NA� 79         71� 85         77� 83         76� 81         78� 78         66� 81         73�

Listening� 81        NA� 77         NA� 74         66� 84         74� 85         79� 90         88� 64         44� 78         62�

Thinking 
Skills�

NA      NA� NA       NA� 82         80� 85         75� 81         76� 90         88� 76         60� 77         69�
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H a t s  O f f  t o  t h e  C l a s s  
o f  2 0 0 9 !  
St. Augustine School is                                                          
very pleased and proud to 
announce that the following 
students will graduate on 
Wednesday, June 3 and are now 
headed off to high school!  Please 
pray for their continued success and 
happiness in all of their future endeavors. 

Timothy Ankrum, Aida Berhane, Samantha Brunner, 
Hollie Byer, Mary Connolly, Megan Davis, Thomas 
Deskins, Thomas Dunphy, Madison Feliu, Danielle 
Flaherty, Maia Goldsberry, Amanda Gretz, William 
Hendron, Thomas Kyle, Darlena Lopez, Matthew 
McMenamin, Ciara Morales, Austin Mott, Milena 
Novotny, Stephanie Pearre, Dana Pirzchalski, Natalia 
Rios, Jonathan Sage, Lauren Schneider, Liana Shelly, 
Rachael Taylor and Karina Wolfe. 

A very special congratulations to the following 8th 
grade students who received high school scholarships.  
We are very proud of their special achievements. 
 
Aida Berhane – Presidential Scholarship, Archbishop 
Spalding High School 
 

Mary Connolly – Merritt Scholarship & Theresian 
Scholar, Institute of Notre Dame 
 

Megan Davis --  Merritt Scholarship, Institute of Notre 
Dame 
 

Madison Feliu – Merritt Scholarship, Institute of Notre 
Dame 
 

Lauren Schneider – Merritt Scholarship, Institute of 
Notre Dame 
 

Ciara Morales – Vocal Music Scholarship, Seton Keough 
High School 
 

Dana Pirzchalski – Project Lead the Way Academic 
Scholarship, Seton Keough High School 

M o v i n g  U p  D a y  
On Thursday, June 4 students 
entering grades 1-8 will have the 
opportunity to move up to their new 

grade and meet their new teacher.  New 
students have also been invited to attend to 

get a glimpse of their new surroundings and meet their 
new classmates.  Teachers will clarify the summer 
reading requirements at this time.  We hope all students 
will enjoy “moving up”! 

L a s t  D a y  o f  S c h o o l  
The last day of school for students in grades 1-7 is 
Wednesday, June 10.  Parents are invited to attend our 
school liturgy to celebrate the many blessings and 
wonderful accomplishments of the school year.  Mass 
will begin at 8:45 a.m.  Following the liturgy, awards will 
be distributed to students in grades 2-7.  Students will 
then return to their classrooms to receive their progress 
reports and gather their belongings.  Dismissal will begin 
at 11 a.m. 

2 0 0 9 - 1 0  H o m e  &  
S c h o o l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
We are very pleased to announce next year’s HSA 
Executive Committee members.  Thank you to the 
following parents for dedicating their time and talents to 
our school: 

President:  Deborah Goodman 
Vice-President:  Jim Schneck 
Secretary: Janet Peyla 
Treasurer:  Debbie Schallmo 
Committee Members:  Christine Mour, Joseline 
Castanos, Rob Blackwell, Terry Hillock 

1 0 0  Vo l u n t e e r  H o u r s …
W O W !  
A BIG THANK YOU to the following families who have 
volunteered an amazing 100+ hours this school year!  
We can’t thank you enough for all of your dedication and 
hard work! 
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S a v e  t h e  D a t e …  
F a m i l y  D i n n e r  
On Friday, August 28, we will hold an 
All-You-Can-Eat Family Dinner  
in the hall.  The buffet menu 
prepared by Miss Ruth will include 
fried chicken, pulled pork BBQ, 
potatoes au gratin, green beans, corn, 
pasta salad, desserts and drinks.  Carry-out is available.  
Volunteers are needed!  Please contact Mrs. Mobley at 
smobley@staug-md.org or call the school office.  Our 
new families will be the guests of honor at the event.  
Families are still needed to serve as ambassadors to 
new families.  This is a great way to earn an automatic 
5 volunteer hours.  Please contact Ms. Bowles at 
bbowles@staug-md.org to volunteer.  Thank you! 

S a v e  t h e  D a t e … B a c k  
t o  S c h o o l  B a s h  &  
F a m i l y  D i n n e r  

On Friday, September 25 we will hold 
a Back to School Bash & Family 
Dinner in the hall from 4-8 PM.   
In addition to the all-you-can-eat 
family dinner, there will be a silent 

auction, children’s games, 50/50 
raffle, baked goods wheel and a DJ for 

dancing.  Come and enjoy Miss Ruth’s 
homemade cooking and tons of fun for 

everyone!  This is a great way to get a jump-start on your 
volunteer hours!  To volunteer, please contact Mrs. 
Mobley at smobley@staug-md.org.  Thank you! 

S a v e  T h o s e  B o x t o p s  
Thank you to everyone who supported the Boxtops for 
Education program this year.  A very special thank you  
to Mrs. Joseline Castanos for all of her hard work and 
efforts in coordinating the program.  Please continue to 
save the “boxtops for education” over the summer.                  
We will have another contest in the fall!  Thank you! 

5 t h  A n n u a l  R a c e  f o r  
E d u c a t i o n  R a i s e s  
M o r e  T h a n  $ 2 6 , 0 0 0 !  
St. Augustine’s 5th Annual Race for Education was a 
huge success, raising nearly $26,000 for our school!  We 
are very grateful to all the families who supported this 
important fundraiser and made the race so much fun for 
our students!   

Congratulations to our top 3 fundraisers 
who each received $50:  Natalie 
Lybrook, Peter Pittman, and 
Zachary Hillock .  Congratulations to 
the third grade for raising the most 
money!  This class will receive a pizza 
party and extra recess time. 

A r e  Yo u  U s i n g  
G o o d s e a r c h . c o m ?  
The next time you search for something on the Internet, 
please use goodsearch.com as your search engine!  
Powered by Yahoo, goodsearch.com will make a 
donation to our school each time it’s used.  You need 
only register St. Augustine’s on your very first search.  
With each subsequent search, it will default to our school.  
This is a very easy, no-cost way to support the school!  
Thank you! 

M a t h  M a s t e r s  
Congratulations to the following 
students who achieved “Math 
Master” status in May: 

Grade 3:  Noah Bahur, Nicole Beautz, Timothy 
Bittinger, Andrew Black, Danielle Brunner, Dominique 
Buteau, John Dutan, Matthew Elias, Cameron Haislip, 
Rachel Hall, Julia Hoffman, Jacob Kelly, Eddie Madera, 
Mary Marc, Gregory Peterson, John Peyla, Jessica 
Schneck, Chloe Shoemaker, Morgan Tait, Jesse 
Whitehead, Maya Yearwood 

Grade 5:  Joseph Dagirmanjian, Madeline Donnelly, 
Sean Hendron, Zachary Lintz, Anna Peyla, Jenna 
Polignone, Juliana Ruggiero, Emily Thompson, Sean 
Zaranski 

Please encourage your children to practice their math 
facts over the summer break! 
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Introducing our 
New Middle  
School Teacher 
Welcome to Ms. Stephanie Joyner 
who is joining our middle school 
faculty.  Ms. Joyner currently 
teaches biology, physics, and AP anatomy at Seton                
Keough High School, and will teach grades 6,7 and 8  
science as well as Spanish 8 and math 6.  Ms. Joyner is           
a credentialed teacher with a BS in biology from Old                    
Dominion College and 4 years experience teaching grades 
in elementary and high school.  She comes with the              
highest recommendations from her principals as well as 
parents and students.  Ms. Joyner is passionate about 
teaching science.  She especially looks forward to                 
heightening the students’ awareness of environmental 
issues and imbuing the curriculum with the scientific 
method.  She learned to speak Spanish while living in 
Rota, Spain.  She continued to study the language 
throughout her college years.  Ms. Joyner will be the sixth 
grade homeroom teacher and cannot wait to meet her new                
students on moving up day. 

Looking Ahead to 2010 
Attached to this newsletter is the 
official calendar for the next school 
year.  There are a few more half 
days for professional development 
next year and we are aware that 
these can be a burden to working 
families.  Please note that we will 
have Aftercare services available for most of these.  For 
families who will only be using Aftercare for half days, 
there will be no registration fee, but prior registration is 
required. 

In addition, here are some important dates to add to your 
calendar: 

Grade 8 Retreat   August 25 

Middle School Back to School Night September 3 

Grades K-5 Back to School Night September 8 

Book Fair    September 3-10 

Please note that the dates for the majority of the school 
events for the year will be on the school website very 
soon. 
�

�

�

Finally, as you may recall the beginning and ending time 
of our school day is changing next year.  Classes will  
begin at 9 AM.  Please note that Howard County is                
posting our start time as 9:15.  This year our start time 
with them is 8:25 and the buses have arrived between 
8:05 and 8:10 every morning.  Students may be dropped 
off at school at 8:25.  We will have Before Care service 
available from 7:25-8:25 every morning.  Breakfast will 
be served at 7:45.  Students may not be dropped off at 
school prior to 8:25 unless they are registered in Before 
Care.  Registration forms for Before and After Care will 
be distributed with this week’s Friday Flier.  Dismissal 
will occur at 3:45 PM. 
 

R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  
N e w s  
Attention First Grade Parents…First Reconciliation Infor-
mation Packets are being mailed the first week in June. 
Watch your mailbox. Call Cathy Carlin at 410-796-8150 
if you have not received a packet by June 10.  

Don't miss the fun of Discovery Canyon! Vacation Bible 
School registration ends on  June 19. Forms are available 
in the church vestibule, REP office and online at 
www.staugustinechurch.org.  This program is open to 
children who will be in grades K-8 in fall 2009.  

Retreat for girls in 5th - 8th 
grade sponsored by Challenge 
Elkridge will be held at  St. 
Augustine's on Tuesday,              
June 16 from 10 AM to 3 PM.        

Cost: $15 and bring a lunch. Drinks and dessert will be 
provided.  Please call Cathy Carlin at 410-796-8150 to 
register. 
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