The November calendar is chock full of activitig3n the school calendar we are looking at the énldeofirst
trimester, progress reports, parent conferenagd, tfiips, and open house. On the secular calemédocus on
Election day, Veterans’ Day and the wonderful fedsthanksgiving. On the church calendar we celebihe
feasts of All Saints, All Souls and the beginnifigamew church year with the season of Advent.h&athan

feeling overwhelmed by all that is happening, ide we can look at all of this activity as a red@nthat we have
a great deal for which to be thankful. Some oféhkelessing include healthy children who can ledwut God’s
great creation in a Catholic school, a country ihdétee and full of opportunity, a faith that asss us that the dead
are not gone but still connected to us, the prowisgernal life and family and friends with whomghare our very
full lives are just some of the gifts that comartind as | peruse November's calendar. Of coutgechallenge is to
remember all of our bounty and blessings amidst#hyeto day demands on our time. | believe thkesasome
effort on our part. Staying positive, giving othéine benefit of the doubt, trying to look at sitoas from others’
perspectives as well as our own, requires someteff@etting enough rest, exercise, good nutriiad prayer time
can help to center us toward the positive. | araidthis is an area where | have a ways to goastjing what |
am preaching. That is precisely the value of comitgwand a sense of community is one of the majengths of
our school. We can and do help one another thrpuayer, good example, encouraging words and agattitude.
| know that one of the many things | am gratefulifoyour wonderful children and you, their kinddasupportive
parents. | would like to close with a quote fronothler Teresa (a busy person, if there ever wastbagyvas sent
to me as the reflection for the week by our scisoplerintendent, Dr. Valenti, as | was writing thiticle.

God speaks in the silence of the heart, and wenlisind then we speak to
God from the fullness of our heart, and God listékwd this listening and
this speaking is what prayer is meant to be....

~Mother Teresa

Make some time to listen and speak. Have a greathho
~Mrs. Patricia Schratz, Principal

We would like to remember the deceased family mesmard loved ones of our students in our daily @rsy
throughout the month. Please send in the formvba®soon as possible so that we can pray for gear departed
family member(s). Thank you.

We remember in prayer the souls of these depavietilones of the family:




CHARACTERCOUNTS!

St. Augustine’s celebrated “Character Counts! Webg”
week of October 20. This special week was fillathw
fun activities, skits, crafts, tons of school gpamd an
assembly centered around the six pillars of good
character. We are especially grateful to the Kisigif
Columbus St. John Neumann Council, St. Augustine
Church, for generously donating $1,000 to support ou
character education efforts.

Pillar of the Month

Citizenship is November’s CC! pillar of the mon#s
the people of our nation turn out to exercise theic
responsibility to elect our leaders and represiemin
the legislature it is fitting that we teach theldten that a
person of character is a good citizen, does higor
share, helps the community, plays by the rules, and
respects authority and law. All of the studergachers,
and staff are encouraged to do their best to make
St. Augustine School the best it can be.

Winter Uniforms

Students should have begun wear
winter uniforms today. Please

§ consult your school handbook for
specific guidelines. Just as most
people are concerned about the hi
cost of heating their homes this
winter, we are concerned about the cost of hedltiag
school. To help with these high costs, the stathdar
operating temperature of the school will be 68 degr
during the day and cooler in the evening. Please
remember to have your children dressed appropyiatel
long sleeve uniform shirts and sweaters. No other
outerwear may be worn during the school day. Thanl
you for your cooperation.

Important Conference
Information

Parent conferences will take placedovember 24 & 25
from 1-5:30 p.m. Every effort will be made to sdbke
sibling conferences back to back. Middle Schoafienhts
without siblings in grades K-5 will be scheduledvixeen
9 a.m.-12 noon on 11/24 & 11/25. In order for tpisl
to be met, it is imperative that the attached foem
returned on or before the due daté-otlay,

November 14

Parent conferences are a wonderful opportunity for
teachers and parents to discuss the specific dedseh
child. These conferences are an important way to
strengthen the partnership between parents ankeesac
who together educate the child. Progress repalitbev
distributed a few days prior to conferences so ybat
have time to review them with your child and foratel
your questions and/or concerns. In order to kedpd
schedule, it is necessary to limit the confereiroe to

15 minutes.
r

Middle School students are part of the conferemckthe
teachers will be meeting with each family as a tedime
student and parent will meet with Mrs. Ryd|, Msréa,
Sr. Gertrude or Mrs. McWilliams (for pre-algebra,
algebra, math resource students). Middle School
conferences are optional, although teachers mayated
a conference is required in some cases. In oodezdp
the length of conferences to 15 minutes, parentswikh
to speak with specials teachers may indicate thahe
reservation form and a separate appointment will be
made.

2008 Annual Fund...
Please Show Your

upport

The 2008 Annual Fund has begun! As you are aware,
this campaign iextremely important to the continued

gﬁ;ccess and future of our school. Tuition alonesdwt

ver the many costs associated with running theac
and educating our students. We work extremely tard
keep tuition increases to a minimum, while at theas
time retaining highly qualified teachers, keepimpgwith
the latest technological advances and providindesits
with the very best education possible. In ordetddhis,
we ask that you please support the 2008 Annual .Fund

Our goal is to have_100% participationfrom all of our
St. Augustine school families. The amount of your
contribution does not matter...any gift will count
toward our 100% participation goal. When we apply
for grants and contributions from corporations and
foundations, they require us to report on the
participation rate in our Annual Fund. The higher
our rate, the better our chances of receiving fundig.

YOU decide where your contribution goes.You may
designate your contribution to tigeneral fund, or
specify that it be directed tharacter education(for
CHARACTER COUNTS! materials, assemblies,
speakers, etc.yechnology enhancementéor new
computer software and equipment upgradesjon



assistancgfor families who wish to send their children
to our school but cannot afford tuition), gayground
equipment All of these areas represent a strong nee
your support. Your generosity and kindness istyrea
appreciated by our teachers, faculty and most
importantly, our students! Thank you in advanaeyfaur
support! If you have any questions regarding @82
Annual Fund, please contact Mrs. Mobley at 410-796
3040 or smobley@staug-md.org.

New Family Referral
Program

We are very excited to announce that we are nogriofj
a special incentive to all of our school familid=or every
family that enrolls and remains at St. Augustinbdsad
for the entire school year, the referring familylwéceive
a$500 credittowards their last tuition payment(s).
Please take advantage of this new opportunity and
spread the word to your family, friends, neighbamg
co-workers! Remember to invite them to our Open
House on Sunday, November 9 at 1:30 PM.

VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED TO HELP
AT THE OPEN HOUSE. PLEASE CONTACT
MRS. MOBLEY AT SMOBLEY@STAUG-MD.ORG
TO SIGN UP. THANK YOU!

School Directory

A very special thank you tdrs. Lisa Filar and
Corridor Printing for producing ou2008-2009 School
Directory. If any of your family’s information is missin

# %

or incorrect, please contact the school officeariyou!

i f .
((frongratulatlons, Math
Masters!

Congratulations to the following
rstudents who recently achieved
“Math Master” status:

Grade 3
Noah Bahur-Price, Andrew Black, Dominique Buteau,
John Dutan, Rachel Hall, Julia Hoffman, Jacob Kelly
Edward Madera, Gregory Peterson, John Peyla, dessic
Schneck, Jesse Whitehead

Grade 4
Addition: Jenny Davis, Hope Dunphy, Isabel Gabin, Sam
Goodman, Dominic Rivera

Subtraction: Jenny Davis, Leah Manu, Dominic Rivera,
Hope Dunphy, Isabel Gabin

Grade 5

Addition: Claire Bosley, Madeline Donnelly, Rachel
Filar, Sean Hendron, Zachary Lintz, Justin Lloydna
Peyla, Jenna Polignone, Juliana Ruggiero, Emily
Schallmo, Emily Thompson, Sean Zaranski

Multiplication: Sean Hendron, Zachary Lintz, Justin
Lloyd, Anna Peyla, Jenna Polignone, Juliana Ruggier
Emily Thompson, Sean Zaranski, Joseph Dagirmanijian

% & () %&S




Save the Date...

Barnes & Book Fair

We will once again host a Book Fair at the Barnes &
Noble, located in the Long Gate Shopping Center in
Tuesday,

December 2

The event will

and will include special book readings by Mrs. Sthr
and Mrs. Filar, in addition to a special appeardmncéhe
one and onl\Curious George Be sure to stop by

A portion of all purchases at Barnes & Noble anzi&¥ia
Uno’s will be donated to SASPlease remember to
stock up on Barnes & Noble and Uno’s gift cards

Ellicott City, on

BARNES <-NOBLE
begin at 7 PM
Pizzeria Uno’s for dinner before or after the Bdir.
(scrip) to use on December 2!

Santa Claus is
Coming to Elkridge!

) Don’t miss the HSA-sponsored Christmag
Dinner with Santa ofriday, December 3
Enjoy a delicious, homemade Italian buff
games, fudge wheel, cake walk, silent

entire family!

Halloween Fun

We hope everyone enjoyed the Halloween Bingo! As
always, it was a ton of fun for all families whaesided!
A very special thank you tilrs. Carole Bailey, Mrs.
Geri Dunphy, Mr. Frank Stanitski and the many
parent volunteerswho did such a wonderful job in
making the event a success! Thank you also toyemer
who donated baked goods and bought tickets todide S
out event.

Box Tops Update

Thanks so much to everyone who

ﬁp" 'I'ﬂlfij participated in the Batty for Box Top

Contest. We handed out many dres|
- passes and earned over $100 in

October. Your efforts so far have raised over $500 for,
our school! Our goal is to raise $1,300 for the year, s
please keep up the great collection effoftkanks!

For the month of November we will hold theurkey
Bucks Box Tops Challenge.'Each student who meets

7 auction, pictures with Santa and fun for the

the challenge will receive @hick-Fil-A Kid's Meal .
Simply cut and paste box tops on two of the thtagkey
bucks” in the November collection sheet attacheith¢o
newsletter and bring them in by November 21. Amyon
submitting two completed turkey bucks (20 box topi)
receive a coupon for@hick Fil-A Kid’s Meal .

Yummy! Make sure yodon't cut off those expiration
dates. If the expiration date is past or cut offGeneral
Mills will not honor the box top.

Fruit Pick-Up !':;‘i"@’%

If you ordered oranges or grapefruit, E" = 2
please be sure to pick them up on %@’
Saturday, November 15 at 9:00 AM in :
the school parking lot Any fruit left A
unclaimed will be donated to the Elkridge food pgnt
Thank you to everyone who purchased oranges and
grapefruit and a special thank youMs. Shari Sudano
for organizing this fundraiser. Enjoy!

“Fried Chicken to Go”
Miss Ruth will once again be preparing
homemade food—delicious fried chicken

9 this time— for pick up in the hall on
Friday, November 21, 3-6 PM This is a
wonderful opportunity to take the
night off from cooking dinner and
take home a delicious, affordable
dinner. An order form is attached to
the newsletterPlease note that
payment is required in advance and checks or exact
change is required. All orders are due no later thn
Monday, November 17.

et,

Scrip Fundraiser

With Christmas right around the corner, this ispleefect
time to support th&crip Fundraising Program. Gift
cards for food stores, restaurants, department and
specialty stores are available for purchase. SeGm
sale every Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning in
the hall from 8:30-9:30 AM. Remember, each family
Pparticipating in the Scrip program will earn 2%tloéir
Stotal certificate dollar purchase. This amount
distributed to you in early May. You may orderrfrany
retailer, but cannot receive credit for any retdilelow
P3%. Please visit our website for a full list ofaiters.
Scrip makes great Christmas gifts for family, fden
neighbors and co-workers.




First Reconciliation

Many of the children in our second grade will be
celebrating the sacrament of Reconciliation forfirss
time this month oMNovember 10 (A-K) and
November 17 (L-Z) at 6:30 PM Please keep these
students and their families in your prayers duthig
very special time. If you have any questions reigar
First Reconciliation, please contact Mrs. Carlin.

Mark Your Calendar:
Why & How to Form
Your Children in Love
as God Intended It

The Religious Education Office will be speakinglwit
parents (school, REP and homeschooling] oaesday,
November 11from 6:30-7:40 PM in the school hall.
This is an opportunity to better understand anckwath
your children in our Family Life Program. This sies is
open to parents with children in grades 1-5. Ui have
any questions, please contact Mrs. Carlin.

Tuition Rate Reminder

In order to qualify for the discounted tuition rasehool
families are required to give a minimum donatioth®
parish of $500 evergalendar year. In the past this
record has been reviewed in the spring as tuition
agreements are prepared for the next school year.
This year our goal is to have the tuition agreesmesady
for registration in late January. If you are aigl@ipner of
St. Augustine School and would like to receive the
discounted tuition rate, please make sure thatwypwe
given the required amount by December 31. Pleate
that use of the parish envelopesagquired to have your
donation counted.

Combined Federal
Campaign

St. Augustine’s CFC Code 20000. It is on page 47 of
the 2008 CFC Catalog of Sharing. The 2008 CFC jus
kicked off.

—

Spotlight on Specials

This month’s spotlight will be on
Physical Educationwhich is taught
by Mrs. Christina Broglie.

Mrs. Broglie has a bachelor’s
degree from Towson University ar
certification in fitness training.

One goal of our physical education program is to
encourage the children to exhibit a physicallywacti
lifestyle. Being active helps your overall headtid
wellness and moving and shaking helps the mind wc
too. We expose students to a variety of gamesj-act
ties, and sports where they can have positive eetxv
periences.

In the primary grades we concentrate on movement
through space. We play games in which the childre
move in general space while still maintaining their
personal space. They use motor skills such as hgpp
jumping, and skipping. Also, they are introduced t
physical education equipment. The children expibee
differences between a basketball and soccer

ball. Throwing and catching skills begin in thegades
and overhand throwing (baseball), and underhand
throwing (bowling) is introduced.

In the intermediate grades we transition from mosety
to sports. We still do activities that reinforcevement
but they relate more to sports. For example, stisde
will practice dribbling a soccer ball and then phaya
three on three scrimmage.

In the middle school we continue to concentrate on
sports. In each sport we review skills, do dréisd
walk through offensive and defensive strategies.
Then students participate in tournament style games

We're very excited that we recently purchased bagvli
and tennis equipment to add more to the students’
physical education experience.

If you have any questions regarding the Physical
Education program at SAS, please do not hesitate t¢
contact Mrs. Broglie at cbroglie@staug-md.org awvke
a message in the school office.
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<= v= X, Math
+ = 1 News
We are happy to report
2 making very good
progress in math. As yoy
know St. Augustine
designed to ensure success for all students. Hawihe
tight spiral of review actually ensures that thisreore
time to address higher level concepts earlier. For
the order of operations, a concept that is notllysua
brought up until 8 or 6" grade. The kindergarten is
learning the difference between a rhombus and a
roots and the coordinate plane. Mrs. O’'Brien’sosec
grade is progressing so quickly that she expedisve
time to complete a unit on multiplication, which is
third grade. In the
math meeting the
stronger students t
multi-operation *
equations for the
problem of the day.
and supplement the math program to meet the ndedly
learners. Technology, media and problem solving
activities are used to enhance the curriculungelmeral
on to the following year’s math.
Beginning in sixth grade there are two levels othmzer
grade. We are currently using the Glencoe prodgoam
programs are supplemented by attention
the recently published Focal Points.
These have been establish
+ -
Teachers of
Mathematics and
m— form the framework

that our students are
School uses Saxon Math in grades K-5. Saxon rsath
example, the second grade class was just introdoced
trapezoid and the third grade will be introduceddaare
usually taught in
delight in offering
Our teachers are very (/Iﬁ\ experieng
all of the classes are ahead of schedule and iy ga
middle school math and algebra. In addition both
by the National Council of
e for state standards fq

1

For those students wh
need extra help in

available to assist
them in very small groups.

math, Mrs. Dupree i}

mathematics education.

students MUST

=

Finally, everyone’s
math achievement
improves once they
have reached mastery
of the math facts. Our
goal is for all students
to reach mastery (60
facts in 60 seconds) by
the end of sixth grade.
To reach this goal

practice out of school. Flash
cards, computer games and websites, music,
recitation and drill are all useful ways to leane facts.
Please help your child become a math fact MASTER.
The teachers use a variety of incentives to engeura
mastery. These include free dress passes, extrs po
and publishing math masters in the newsletterea$d
see this month’s math masters from the intermediate
grades on the previous pages).

Our school’'s math teachers will be meeting on Ndvem
4 to discuss additional ways that we can strengtiven
children’s math education. We are reviewing update
materials for the 2009-2010 school year and wiglibe
mapping the math curriculum. Math will be the feai
this year’s first principal’s coffee to be held on
Thursday, December 4.




