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During the season of Advent the Church calls us to wait and prepare.  I am much better at making preparations than I 
am at waiting.  I hate waiting in line, waiting for the computer to respond, waiting for the light to change or for slow 
drivers to move out of the way.  Our culture has appeared to take on waiting with the goal of reducing it as much as 
possible, if not wiping it out entirely.  Just this morning I overheard one of the students telling another, “I just can’t 
wait for Christmas.”  Thankfully, our church has had the wisdom and courage not to abandon a season that seems 
totally out of touch with our modern experience.  It is one of the reasons why I love Advent so.  At a time when the 
pace is more frenetic and the  list of items on my “To Do” list increases tenfold, I am hearing and trying hard to 
respond to the call to be still, slow down, reflect, give more, cherish more, pay attention more.  I know that it is only 
in doing so that I can truly be prepared to celebrate the presence of God, the Incarnate, in my life and in my heart.  I 
urge you to not only celebrate but live the Advent season this year.  Your children will benefit greatly from your 
more reflective demeanor and your celebration of Christmas will be more meaningful and full of joy.  The children 
have received Advent gifts from me today.  They vary according to age, but all are designed to help the children 
grow in their faith by focusing on waiting and preparing for the coming of Christ into their lives.  Some of them have 
family suggestions.  I hope that your family can use one or two to enhance your celebration of this holy season. 

 
In imitation of God’s unfathomable generosity in taking on human nature and sacrificing His only Son for us, we 
give of ourselves, our time, talents and treasure more earnestly during the Christmas season.  The children will be 
asked to donate their treasure and time in helping others.  Each grade level team will have a project.  In addition, the 
student council is raising money for the Leukemia Society and for food baskets for the needy members of our parish.  
Speaking of generosity, I am so very proud of our students and their families for donating $800 to the Oblate Sisters 
of Providence.  The sisters are so grateful for this outpouring of support. 

 
In addition to giving to others, the school is in the midst of three important, but very different fundraising efforts, the 
HSA Dinner with Santa, the Annual Appeal and the on-going SCRIP program.  The proceeds of these initiatives are 
used to defray the cost of tuition each year.  Your generous support of all of these efforts is very important and 
greatly appreciated.  As you know, our goal is 100% participation in the Annual Appeal.  I feel that this is a very 
easy goal to accomplish because even our families under financial duress can give a dollar or two.  Likewise, most of 
our families can purchase scrip and support the school and earn money in return.   Simply paying for groceries and 
Christmas gifts with gift cards has the potential to reap great benefits.  Orders can be placed on line and scrip is now 
sold after school and at school events.   Finally, I hope that all families will attend the Christmas Pasta Dinner just to 
have fun with other school families.  It is a great way to usher in the festivities of this holy season. 
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S a n t a  C l a u s  i s  
C o m i n g  t o  S A S !  

The Home and School 
Association is sponsoring  
an all you can eat pasta 
Christmas dinner with Santa 
on Friday, December 4 
from 5-9 PM in the hall.              
In addition to a delicious 
buffet dinner, the event will 
feature pictures with Santa, 
children’s games, cake     

walk, Santa’s workshop with children’s crafts, gift shop 
(children only), auction, 50/50 raffle and Smyth  
Jeweler’s gold/silver buy back.  This is one holiday 
event you don’t want to miss!  For additional 
information, or to volunteer at this event, please contact 
Mrs. Haislip at drhaislip@hcaa.corg.  Scrip (gift cards) 
will be on sale at the dinner, so be sure to stock up for 
Christmas shopping and all of your gift-giving needs! 

C o m i n g  S o o n … S t .  
A u g u s t i n e  B o o k  F a i r  
&  P i z z a  U n o ’s  N i g h t !  
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, December 8 at 7 PM 
when we will hold our 3rd Annual Barnes & Noble 
Book Fair.  Popular children’s book character Froggy 
will make a special appearance and there will be book 
reading by Mrs. Schratz.  In addition, local author 
Michael Bracco will make a presentation and sign copies 
of his new book Adam Wreck!  This is the perfect 
opportunity to purchase Christmas gifts!  Don’t forget to 
stop by Pizza Uno’s, located in the same shopping center 
as Barnes & Noble (Long Gate Parkway, Ellicott City) 
and grab a bite to eat before or after the Book Fair.   
Uno’s will donate a portion of the proceeds from all SAS 
families who dine at the restaurant anytime that day or 
evening.  Remember to purchase Scrip (gift cards)               
to Barnes & Noble and Pizza Uno’s! 

J o i n  u s  f o r  a n  
A d v e n t  P l a y  

You are cordially invited to join 
us on Wednesday, December 2 
at 2:30 PM in the church for our 
very special “Advent Play.”  All 

parents are welcome to come and enjoy the show!  For 
details, please contact Mrs. Andrasik. 

C h r i s t m a s  Va c a t i o n  
St. Augustine School will be closed for Christmas Break 
December 23 – January 3.  Students will be dismissed 
early on December 22.  Classes will resume on Monday, 
January 4.  The administration, faculty and staff of St. 
Augustine School wish you and your family a blessed 
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year!  We look 
forward to serving your family in 2010! 

A t t e n t i o n  8 t h  G r a d e  
P a r e n t s … H i g h  S c h o o l  
E n t r a n c e  Te s t  
On Saturday, December 5 & 12, all 8th grade students 
who wish to attend any Catholic high school in the 
Archdiocese of Baltimore must take the High School 
Admissions/Placement Test (HSPT).  Registration for the 
test is at 8:30 a.m. and the test begins promptly at 9 a.m.  
A $30 fee (cash) is due at registration.  Applications to 
the schools of your choice must be made directly to those 
schools.  Please pay careful attention to their deadlines.  
For more information, please refer to the Catholic High 
School Application Guide distributed in September.  All 
members of the St. Augustine School community are 
asked to pray for the success of our 8th grade students on 
this very important exam. 

W i n t e r  W e a t h e r  
i s  i n  t h e  A i r  
As winter approaches, please remember that 
we follow the Howard County Public School System in 
regard to delays, early dismissals and closings due to 
inclement weather.  To receive e-mail alerts of delays and 
closings, please register at www.schoolsout.com.  This 
information will also be posted on our school website. 

2 0 0 9  A n n u a l  F u n d  
The 2009 Annual Fund is now underway!  Last year, 
74% of families participated, raising $24,556 for our 
school.  Our goal this year is to have 100% family 
participation!   As you know, the cost of tuition alone 
does not cover all of the many expenses associated with 
operating the school and educating our students.  Any 
contribution, no matter how small or large, is a 
tremendous help, and will count toward our 100% 
participation goal.  The Annual Fund helps keep tuition 
increases to a minimum.  Please help us reach our 
100% goal by making your donation today!  For your 
convenience, credit card donations are now accepted. 
Thank you for your support!    
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S h o p p i n g  M a d e  E a s y !  
Purchasing Scrip (GIFT CARDS) is a great way to do 
your Christmas shopping.  New stock for Christmas 
includes Bob Evans ($10), AMC/Loews ($9.50), Regal 
Entertainment/United Artist ($9.50), and Cinemark 
Cinema (formerly Muvico; $25).  You can also order Rite 
Aid, amazon.com, Game Stop, and almost any restaurant!  
Your last chance to place special orders will be Monday, 
December 14, which should deliver to school by 
December 18.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Mrs. Marc in the school office. 

S A S  S t u d e n t s  
S h i n e !  
We are very pleased and proud to announce 
that the following students received the 
Principal’s Award for the 1st trimester: 

Grade 6:  Joseph Dagirmanjian, Sean Zaranski 

Grade 7:  Laura Arvin, Michael Berhane, Stephanie 
Colon, Rachel Feliu, Laura Gretz, Gabriella Schoenbeck, 
Olivia Stanitski, Taylor Swenski, Olivia Seastrom  

Grade 8:  Katie Connolly, Rebecca Lewis, James Peyla, 
Michael Zerhusen 

We are also very pleased to announce                                 
that the following students made Honor 
Roll for the 1st trimester: 

Grade 6:  Madeline Donnelly, Karen Kane, 
Zachary Lintz, Andrew Mills, Sydney Mour, 
Natalie Nankervis, Anna Peyla, Jenna Polignone,               
Emily Schallmo, Emily Thompson 

Grade 7:  Noelle Bailey, Samantha Clarke, Jamie 
Dunphy, Nicole Kyle, Emma Madera, Joseph Mercurio, 
Lauren Munter, Sid Rajan, Maggie Yuan, Devon 
Zollinhofer 

Grade 8:  Scott Beautz, Michael Bosley, Josie Bulla, Erin 
Cannon, Kristel Penaso, Faith Rico, Mackenzie Rynn, 
Thomas Shoemaker 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,   
M a t h  M a s t e r s !  
Congratulations to the following students who achieved 
“Math Master” for the month of November: 
 

Grade 3:  Timothy Fair, Katrina Manabat 

Grade 4:  Greg Peterson, Jesse Whitehead, Johnny 
Dutan, Dominique Buteau, Noah Bahur, Nicky Beautz, 
Jessica Schneck, Andrew Black, Julia Hoffman, Matthew 
Elias, Eddie Madera, Rachel Hall, Adam Mills, Danielle 
Brunner. 

Grade 5:  Jenny Davis, Emily Dunham, Hope Dunphy, 
Dominic Rivera 
 

S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  N e w s   
The Student Council will be sponsoring special activities 
throughout the month of December.  Following is a 
schedule of events: 

December 4 – The Student Council will be selling 
headbands, marshmallow lollipops, white chocolate 
lollipops, and candy cane treats. 
 

December 18 – Red & Green Day – Students may donate 
$2 to wear red and/or green and all money raised will be 
donated to parish Christmas Food Baskets for the poor. 
 

December 18 – Christmas Carols will be played during 
morning announcements. 
 

A r e  Yo u  U s i n g  
G o o d s e a r c h . c o m ?  
If you’re not already using 
goodsearch.com when you search the 
Internet, please consider doing so.  
Each time you use goodsearch.com as your search 
engine, a donation is made to St. Augustine’s.  It doesn’t 
cost you a penny!  It’s a very easy way to support the 
school.  Goodsearch.com is powered by Yahoo!  You 
need only register our school once (the first time you log 
on to goodsearch.com).  For searches after that, it will 
automatically default to St. Augustine’s.   

B e c o m e  a n  S A S  F a n  
o n  F a c e b o o k !  
Please visit our facebook page (St. Augustine School, 
Elkridge Maryland) and become a fan!  This is a great 
way to communicate with other SAS parents, post photos, 
share information, and keep up with the latest news and 
events! 
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