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Last Friday the school was abuzz with the excitement of Halloween.  It was so gratifying to see the children enjoying 
being in school.  I was especially delighted to see how attentive the teenagers were to the youngest students who 
paraded around the school and how many classes celebrated with their buddies.  The day ended with a terrific 
Halloween Bingo, where the children of all ages and their parents and many of our teachers played and celebrated 
together.  As the arrival of November brings to mind the need to give thanks, I am certainly thankful for the strong 
sense of family that permeates our St. Augustine School community.  This is one of our greatest strengths and one 
that is not easily found elsewhere.  I believe this sense of community is not just a warm feeling, but an integral part 
of the children’s Christian character formation. 

This week in school we will be celebrating Character Counts Week.  In preparing for the activities that will help 
teach the students the importance of making good choices and becoming people of good character, I came across two 
stories that very poignantly and powerfully illustrated the need for all parents to be concerned about their children’s 
character.  In both cases the children who had made good choices become victims of children who did not. It does 
take a village to raise a child and that is why it is so important for all of us adults to be committed to helping our 
children be the best people they can be.  It is also why many of you make the huge financial sacrifices that you do to 
ensure that your children are in an environment where the values of honesty, respect, responsibility, fairness, 
kindness, and service are modeled and taught.  Enclosed with this newsletter is a parent covenant.  I would 
appreciate your taking the time to read it, sign and return it.  I would like to be able to use these to demonstrate to the 
children our joint commitment to helping them become people of good character. 

I am so pleased to announce that our school now has a part time guidance counselor.  Mrs. Sue Porembski will be 
working with our teachers and students every Thursday.  Mrs. Porembski has a MS in counseling psychology and is 
a licensed certified professional counselor from Loyola University.   She has been a school consultant with the Villa 
Maria Department of Community Services for the past seven years.  In this capacity she has served as a resource to 
teachers, parents and students under the direction of the principals at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel and Our Lady of Hope 
Schools.  She has facilitated a variety of classroom guidance presentations on topics such as self-esteem, community
-building, character education, communication skills and the high school application process.  Prior to working with 
the Catholic schools in the archdiocese of Baltimore, Mrs. Porembski  was the director of guidance at the Baltimore 
Lutheran School in Towson.  She has also been a youth minister and campus minister.  She will be getting to know 
all of the students and teachers this week through a variety of presentations to the classes.  She will be an vital part 
of our celebration of Character Counts Week and her expertise will help our students grow in confidence and 
character.  Mrs. Porembski brings a wealth of experience to us and I am confident that she will be a very welcome 
addition to our faculty.�
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 ��!����"����� We would like to remember the deceased family members of loved ones of our students in 
our daily prayers throughout the month.  Please send in the form below as soon as possible so that we can pray for 
your dear departed family member(s).  Thank you. 
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C h a r a c t e r  C o u n t s !  
St. Augustine’s will celebrate 

“CHARACTER COUNTS! Week” 
the week of November 2.  This 
special week will be filled with fun 
activities, skits, crafts, tons of 

school spirit and an assembly centered around the six 
pillars of good character.  We are especially grateful to 
the Knights of Columbus, St. John Neumann Council, 
St. Augustine Church, for supporting our character 
education efforts. 

W i n t e r  U n i f o r m s  
Students should have begun wearing winter uniforms 
today.  Please consult your school handbook for specific 
guidelines.  As most people are concerned about the high 
cost of heating their homes this winter, we are concerned 
about the cost of heating the school.  To help with these 
high costs, the standard operating temperature of the 
school will be 68 degrees during the day and cooler in the 
evening.  Please remember to have your children dressed 
appropriately in long sleeve uniform shirts and sweaters.  
No other outerwear may be worn during the school day.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

I m p o r t a n t  C o n f e r e n c e  
I n f o r m a t i o n  

Parent conferences will take place on November 23 & 
24.  Every effort will be made to schedule sibling 
conferences back to back.  Middle School students 
without siblings in grades K-5 will be scheduled 
between 9 a.m.-12 noon on 11/23 & 11/24.  All other 
conferences will take place at 1-5:30 PM.  In order to 
schedule families efficiently, it is imperative that the 
attached form be returned on or before Friday, 
November 13.   
 

Parent conferences are a wonderful opportunity for 
teachers and parents to discuss the specific needs of each 
child.  These conferences are an important way to 
strengthen the partnership between parents and teachers, 
who together educate the child.  Progress reports will be 
distributed a few days prior to conferences so that you 
have time to review them with your child and formulate 
your questions and/or concerns.  In order to keep to the 
schedule, it is necessary to limit the conference time to     
15 minutes.   

Middle School students are part of the conference and the 
teachers will be meeting with each family as a team.  The 
student and parent will meet with Ms. Joyner,                          
Ms. Satalin, Mrs. Madera, Sr. Gertrude, Mrs. Kaplan or 
Mrs. McWilliams.  Middle School conferences are 
optional, although teachers may indicate a conference is 
required in some cases.  In order to keep the length of 
conferences to 10 minutes, parents who wish to speak 
with specials teachers may indicate that on the reservation 
form and a separate appointment will be made. 

P a r e n t  C o n f e r e n c e  F o r m   
Family Name: ________________________________        
 
Child(ren)’s Name & Grade(s):    

______________________________    __________ ______________________________    __________ 

______________________________    __________ ______________________________    __________ 

Preferred Conference Date:  
�  11/23          �  11/24          �  No Preference � We do not believe a conference is needed at this time. 

Preferred Time:   
1st choice:   2nd choice:   3rd choice:    

In addition to my child’s homeroom teacher, I would like to meet with:  ________________________________ 

Please return this form on or before Friday, November 13.  Thank you! 
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2 0 0 9  A n n u a l  F u n d …
P l e a s e  S h o w  Yo u r  
S u p p o r t  
The 2009 Annual Fund will kick off soon!   As you are 
aware, this campaign is extremely important to the 
continued success and future of our school.  Tuition alone 
does not cover the many costs associated with running the 
school and educating our students.  We work extremely 
hard to keep tuition increases to a minimum, while at the 
same time retaining highly qualified teachers, keeping up 
with the latest technological advances and providing 
students with the very best education possible.  In order 
to do this, we ask that you please support the 2009 
Annual Fund by making a contribution. 

Our goal is to have 100% participation from all of our 
St. Augustine school families.  The amount of your 
contribution does not matter…any gift will count 
toward our 100% participation goal.  When we apply 
for grants and contributions from corporations and 
foundations, they require us to report on the 
participation rate in our Annual Fund.  The higher 
our rate, the better our chances of receiving funding. 

YOU decide where your contribution goes.  You may 
designate your contribution  to the general fund, or 
specify that it be directed to a specific area of need.  Your 
generosity and kindness is greatly appreciated by our 
teachers, faculty and most importantly, our students!  
Thank you in advance for your support!  If you have any 
questions regarding the 2009 Annual Fund, please contact 
Mrs. Mobley at 410-796-3040 or smobley@staug-
md.org. 

N e w  F a m i l y  R e f e r r a l  
P r o g r a m &  E n r o l l m e n t  

We have a new family referral 
program as a special incentive to all 
of our school families.  For every 
family that enrolls and remains at 
St. Augustine School for the entire 
school year, the referring family 
will receive a $500 credit towards 
their last tuition payment(s).  Please 

take advantage of this special program and spread the 
word about St. Augustine School to your family, friends, 
neighbors and co-workers! 
 

Congratulations to the Nichols family for referring their 
neighbor and new first grade student, Sofia Montoro.   

We are also very pleased to announce that we have a 
sixth grade student beginning on November 9.  We look 
forward to getting to know Vincent Johnson. 

We have already registered 5 new families for next year’s 
kindergarten.  Because we are conducting open 
enrollment, it is imperative that we keep spaces for the 
siblings of our current students.  If you have a child who 
will be in the St. Augustine School kindergarten next 
year, please call the office immediately.  Registration 
will take place in late January. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,  M a t h  
M a s t e r s !  
Congratulations to the following 
students in grades 3-5 who 
achieved Math Master status for 
the month of October.  Please 
continue to practice math facts at 
home with your child. 

Grade 3:  Elise Baker, Emily Dagirmanjian, Timothy 
Fair, Katrina Manabat, Carolina McLaughlin, Monica 
Mercurio, Stephen Mosberg, Spencer Nichols, Kylie 
Riddle, Arielle Rivera, John Shinnamon, Lucie Vrooman, 
Kristen Zaranski 
 
Grade 4:  Danielle Brunner, Gregory Peterson, Julia 
Hoffman, Matthew Elias, Nicky Beautz, Jessica Schneck, 
Rachel Hall, Jesse Whitehead, Andrew Black, Noah 
Bahur, Johnny Dutan 
 

Grade 5:  Jenny Davis, Emily Dunham, Hope Dunphy, 
Isabel Gabin, Sam Goodman, Dominic Rivera, Julia 
Stanitski, Makenzie Young 

 

S a v e  t h e  
D a t e … 3 r d  
A n n u a l  
B a r n e s  &  
N o b l e  B o o k  
F a i r  
We will once again host a Book Fair at Barnes & Noble, 
located in the Long Gate Shopping Center in Ellicott 
City, on Tuesday, December 8.  The event will begin            
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at 7 PM and will include a special book readings by              
Mrs. Schratz, an appearance by guest author Michael 
Bracco, and a special appearance by Froggy!  Be sure to 
stop by Pizzeria Uno’s for dinner before or after the Book 
Fair.  A portion of all purchases at Barnes & Noble 
(including the café) and Pizzeria Uno’s will be donated to 
SAS.  Books make great Christmas gifts!  Please 
remember to stock up on Barnes & Noble and Uno’s 
gift cards (Scrip) to use on December 8! 

 

S a n t a  C l a u s  
i s  C o m i n g  
t o  S A S !  
Don’t miss the HSA-
sponsored Christmas Dinner 
with Santa on Friday, 
December 4 from 5-9 PM!  Enjoy a delicious, homemade 
Italian buffet, games, Reindeer Lane Gift Shop, cake walk, 
silent auction, 50/50 raffle, pictures with Santa and fun for 
the entire family! 

B o x  To p s  U p d a t e  
TURKEY BUCKS CHALLENGE… .It’s time for our 
November Contest!  For the month of November, turn in 
two turkey bucks (20 box tops) and a get a free homework 
pass plus a surprise! 

WANT BONUS BOX TOPS??! During November, at 
Food Lion buy any 20 participating* General Mills Box 
Tops for Education products in one shopping trip using 
your Breeze card to receive 170 Bonus Box Tops. 
*Participating products: Betty Crocker® Hamburger 
Helper®, Hamburger Helper® Microwave Singles®, 
Chicken Helper®, Tuna Helper®, Green Giant® Boil-in-a-
Bag, Immunity Boost Vegetables, Niblets® Corn-on-the-
Cob, SIMPLY STEAM® Seasoned Vegetables, Vegetables 
in Special Sauces, Complete Skillet Meal, Valley Fresh 
Steamers. 
 

M i s s  R u t h ’ s  “ C h i c k e n  
t o  G o ”  R e t u r n s !  

Miss Ruth will once again be preparing fried 
chicken dinners for pick up in the hall on 
Friday, November 20.  This is a wonderful 

opportunity to take the night off from 
cooking dinner and take home a 
delicious, affordable dinner.  An order 

form is attached to the newsletter.  

Please note that payment is required in advance.  
Checks or exact change is required. 

P R E P  N e w s  
First Reconciliation services will be held in the church at 
6:30 PM on Monday, November 9 (M–Z) and Thursday, 
November 12  (A-L).  Family members are welcome to 
attend.  Please call Cathy at the PREP office if you are in 
need of changing your assigned date 
 

Would you like to have a Children’s Mass every Sunday? 
At this time, we are looking at bringing back our great 
tradition of the 9:15 AM Children’s Mass.  We need to 
know how many would consider attending a children’s 
Mass. Please contact Cathy Carlin at the P.R.E.P. Office if 
you want to know more, would attend this Mass and/or 
would be interested in being part of the Children’s Mass 
Team.  
 

Men in Black is Back!!  Once again, the Men in Black team 
will take on the Anne Arundel County Youth Ministry 
Team in this high-energy basketball game.  The MIB team 
has yet to beat our AA County youth, but perhaps this will 
be the year!  To add to the excitement, Deacon Joe Gill and 
his band – Cassock Rock! – will play during ½ time.  Mark 
your  calendars for November 14, at 7:00 at Spalding High 
School.   

�

A l l  S a i n t s  &  
A l l  S o u l s  
In November We Remember All Saints 
and All Souls.  Congratulations to the 
fourth grade students, who did a 
wonderful job enacting  the lives of the 
saints.   It was inspiring to hear the fourth 
graders teaching young (our primary 
students) and old (grandparents and the 
principal) alike about some of the canonized saints of the 
church.  We believe that the living are in communion with 
those who have died.  The saints are living people who 
spend their eternity walking next to us and praying for us, 
while at the same time they bask in the marvelous light of 
God’s presence.  The commemoration of All Souls is 
rooted in the Church’s conviction that we, the living have a 
responsibility in love to pray for those who have died but 
who must complete the purificatory preparation every 
human being needs to be able to dwell in the all-
encompassing love of God.  Thus during this month we 
will pray to and for our ancestors who have died.  Please 
add the names of your child’s family members who have 
died so they can be remembered every afternoon in prayer. 


